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Sermon Title:  Pentecost: Yesterday, today and forever. 
 
Thank all for your ministry participation in the outreach of Viva 
Vienna. 
Last week, we arrived at Pentecost and as promised, we will hover over 
the experience and topic awhile. 
 
The sermon series will be entitled Pentecost: Yesterday, today and 
forever. 
 

In Luke 3:16 (NIV) 
John the baptist said, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more 
powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
 
Jesus is the baptizer with the Holy Spirit and Fire. 
 
One way to think of it is this. 
Jesus was and is God the Father’s gift to the whole world. 
The Holy Spirit is the gift to the church, those who have welcomed Jesus as 
their Lord and Savor and experienced being born again, born from above. 
 
Jesus, as Lord is the baptizer with the Holy Spirit. 
 
With the understanding that Jesus is the baptizer in the Holy Spirit, and 
according to Hebrews 13:8 
 
Slide: 
 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 
The payoff for continuing in obedience to Christ, will be the peak experience 
of Pentecost as will be described in just a moment. 
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Since the day of Christ’s resurrection, we have been traveling this path to 
Pentecost. The journey has been full and rewarding, but I pray that the 
experience of Pentecost overshadows any experience along the way. 
 
Please stand as we read the account in Acts 2:  I will not read all the verses 
between verse four and verse 10. 
 
 
Slides: Acts 2: 
 

1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 

place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from 

heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw 

what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on 

each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

 

 

visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and 

Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own 

tongues!” 12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does 

this mean?” 

13Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much 

wine.” 

 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord 

Congregation: Thanks be to God 

 

Prayer: 
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Lord, may all of us be filled with the Holy Spirit and begin to speak and 

pray in other tongues as the Spirit enables us. 

Help us take the posture of receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Help 

us be open to receiving, in Jesus name, amen. 

 
Lord, I pray for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit. May the fire of God 
descend upon me and on the church again with power, passion and purity. 
May the gift of tongues be spread more widely. May there be mutual 
understanding, love and unity in the church. 

 
You may be asking also, “what does this mean?” you also may be 
making fun of those of us who do pray in tongues, and say, “they have 
had too much wine” 
 
It is great question, and there are many answers. 
 
Why couldn’t it have been the initial physical evidence being a nose 
twitch, or a wink of an eye, or hair standing on end, or something like 
being slain in the spirit, or dancing in the spirit, or even prophesying in 
one’s native language. 
 
Why, unknown tongues?  
 
The bible helps, and with God’s help we will get there today. 
 
A little review about the place, the sounds, the sights and the 
evidence. 

 

Last week, the place was Solomon’s Portico or Colonnade located on the 

East side of Herod’s wall around the temple that was the only side of the wall 

that retained the same wall as Solomon’s’ wall around the temple, hence the 
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name Solomon’s colonnade.  That location was described later in Acts, 5 as 

the common gathering place for the early church. 

Slide: “They were all with one accord in Solomon's portico” (Act 5:12). 

At mouse click add picture of Solomon’s Colonnade 

They gathered where the prophets said, the Messiah would enter 

Jerusalem, when he returned, and just a FYI about Jesus Return.  The Western 

Wall is all that remains, and where this was, is now an outer wall, with a small 

set of bleachers, so you can have an outdoor worship service. They gathered 

on the Eastern Side, in anticipation of Jesus immediate return.  They lived 

victorious because they lived with a sense of the soon return of Jesus. 

Hint, hint; when you lose the sense of excitement that comes from the 

feeling that Jesus could come at any moment, you lose a lot of desire to press 

into the things of God, and tend to find many excuses for not reading the 

Word, not praying, not giving, not fellowshipping, not gathering with others. 

 

 

I put it at the acknowledgment of Duane Allman’s recording of Little 

Martha. 

 
40You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour 
when you do not expect him.” Luke 12 
 
Duane Allman recorded the song, but his accident cut short his life, 
and never heard the full album Eat a Peach.  For years the Allman 
Brothers always ended their concerts with the song, with a few lyrics of 
“Will the circle be unbroken” to end their concerts.   
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Be reminded, everyone, that Jesus is coming soon, and even if we live 
to 120 years, we will still die, and we will stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ.   

The earliest followers of Jesus met on the Eastern side of the wall 

surrounding the temple, with the expectation of Jesus return. 

 

May we have the same watchfulness as they did, and pray for the baptism 

in the Holy Spirit?  

 

 

We moved to the sounds of Pentecost. 

 

Slide:  sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven 

 

At mouse click;  A picture of Angels  

 

One of my mentors feels like this was the sound of every angel in heaven 

and on earth, gathering to witness the presence of God filling human beings.   

We had great discussion on this at small group on Wednesday 

Hope it makes you understand how important this experience is. 

 
Additionally: Since elsewhere the Spirit is likened to wind, The language, 

it should be noted, is that of analogy—a sound like that of wind—and 
indicates that we have to do with a supernatural occurrence.  

 
the wind is a sign of God’s presence as Spirit.  
 

In my devotions this week, I read of Professor David Ford, the Regius 
Professor of Divinity at Cambridge University, posed this question, ‘Have you 
ever noticed, the Bible is a very noisy book?’ He then pointed out several 
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examples: the Hebrews groan in their slavery (Exodus 3); wisdom cries 
out (Proverbs 8); God shouts aloud (Isaiah 42); Jesus prays with loud cries and 
tears (Hebrews 5) and even creation groans (Romans 8). 

This is for you and me. The experience of the day of Pentecost is not just an 
historic event; it can become a present reality for you (Acts 2:29). As Joel 
prophesied: ‘I will pour out my Spirit on all’ – men and women, old and 
young, rich and poor (2:17–21). That definitely includes you and me! 

It is not only your pastor who feels that this experiences includes all of us, 
but a professor, the Regius Professor of Divinity at Cambridge University 
believes, “definitely, includes you and me”. 

 
One devotion I read said, It sounds as if it may have resembled a heavy 
tropical rainstorm. This is the mighty invisible power of God. It was the 
outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual reality. 

The Hebrew word ‘Ruach’ literally means ‘breath’ or ‘wind’. Ruach is used in 
the Old Testament for the Holy Spirit – the Spirit of God. The day of 
Pentecost was the fulfilment of when Jesus had breathed on the disciples and 
said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’ (John 20:22).  It is as if, the very breath of God is 
breathing into you being, the Holy Spirit. 

It is like a heavy breathing. Kind of like a hyper ventilating, God breathing 
into us .  IF someone was doing CPR on us, and they would breathe into us, 
that breath would bring us to life.  It would be like God giving each human 
being mouth to mouth resuscitation, breathing the Holy Spirit into our being. 

Thanks to Chris Stiles for some of the following results of this study on 
Pentecost. 

The bible describes the time frame as suddenly.  Suddenly is “out of 
quietness” there came a sound from heaven 

Remember all scripture is God breathed. 

Spirit: Pneuma, which is breath or wind 
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ghost (2), Ghost (89), life, spirit(151 times), Spirit (137 times with holy), 
spiritual gift, wind, spirituality,  

Holy: Hagion.  

Spirit Holy, or as we know Holy Spirit. 

The experience is literally, the breath of God being breathed into our being,  

Thank you Chris, and I welcome any idea 

Supremely, the experience of the Holy Spirit is an experience of God’s love 
for you  
 
(Romans 5:5 God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit, 
 

One of my mentors says,  
God has faith; God has joy, but God IS love.  “ 

The baptism in the spirit is the way in which you feel God’s love for you, so 
that you can say with the apostle Paul, ‘the Son of God… loved me and gave 
himself for me’ (Galatians 2:20).  

As Rick Warren says, ‘to feel loved by God… is the starting point for every 
ministry, every revival, every renewal, every great awakening.’ 

We live by faith, not feelings, but when we do feel the love of God, that 
feelings is the starting point for a ministry, a revival, a renewal, anything from 
God is possible when you feel the Holy Spirit. 

It is when you lose that feeling, that doubt creeps back in. Being filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and then experiencing the continual filling of the Holy Spirit 
one can actually feel the presence of God. 

The Holy Spirit is the one who provides the power for all revivals, and he 
does it supremely by enabling the people of God to feel, experience and 
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know in their hearts the love of God. It is the kind of knowledge that travels 
from your head to your heart. 

 

 

The place matters, the sound matters and the visual matters. 

 

Slide: 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire 

 

At mouse click a picture of “fire of God”  

 
Again, the description is analogical—as of fire. And again we are 

reminded of Old Testament theophanies, especially of that at Sinai (Exod. 
19:18 

 
Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on it in 
fire. 
 
As Becca pointed out in Small Group, the analogy was like the burning bush.  
God was speaking, but it didn’t consume the bush. 

 
But the primary background is probably John the Baptist’s association of the 
Spirit with fire as a means of cleansing and judgment (Luke 3:16 is the 
passage I began the sermon with, where John said, he baptized in water, but 
Jesus will baptize with fire and the Holy Spirit 
 
They saw fire. Again, this was not an actual fire: ‘There appeared to them 
tongues resembling fire, which were separated and distributed and which 
were settled on each one of them’ (Acts 2:3, AMP). This was an outward and 
visible sign of an inward and spiritual reality. The fire of God’s love 
represents the power, purity and passion of God. 

Wherever there is an experience of the Holy Spirit, he brings a new fire and 
passion to your life 



	 9	

We learned the initial physical evidence that a person has experienced the 

book of Acts experience, being baptized in and with the Holy Spirit. 

 

Slide:  4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

 

At mouse click:  picture of outpouring of spirit 

 
It involved languages from God: ‘All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them’ (v.4). These 
were languages they had not learnt. The languages were recognised, and the 
whole known world was represented (vv.5–11) as well as languages of angels.  

This was a reversal of the chaos and disunity of Babel (Genesis 11:1–9). 

This is an important reason for the initial physical evidence of the baptism 
with the Spirit being speaking or praying in other tongues 

I will have Cathy put it up on the screen in the NIV, or you can follow along. 

This would answer the initial skeptics as well as the current.  This passage 
answers why there are differing races and languages.   

Slides: 

1Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2As 

people moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled 

there. 

3They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them 

thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone, and tar for 

mortar. 4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a 

tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for 
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ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole 

earth.” 

5But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower the people 

were building. 6The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same 

language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will 

be impossible for them. 7Come, let us go down and confuse their 

language so they will not understand each other.” 

8So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they 

stopped building the city. 9That is why it was called Babel—because 

there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there 

the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 
 

 

Most of us only think of the flood during Noah’s life as the great judgment 
from God upon the sinfulness of humanity.  This is also a judgment upon the 
terrible sinfulness of humanity.  In unity, anything they desired they would 
complete, but the problem is they desired bad things, evil things.   

We still are fighting for racial reconciliation, not to mention the gender 
equality issue. 

It was God that turned one language and in my view, one race into the 
multitude of races and languages we have today. 

IN my understanding, nothing will bring the races and genders back into 
unity, except the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 

Sunday morning remains a very segregated time of the week. The races still 
do not get each other.  Leadership roles are primarily represented by one 
gender.  One race doesn’t instinctively get what another race instinctively 
knows.  The black lives matter is but one issue.  How the races honor 
leadership, is another.  How races value time and being on time is another. 
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On our own, we will tend to offend another race without trying. I actually get 
it, why people of one race and culture want to only gather with that race and 
culture. It’s because we get each other, and in many ways, it is easier.  I also 
get why it is God’s will to be multi ethnic.  God hasn’t called us to life of ease, 
but to identify with the sufferings of Jesus Christ.  Let us be open to suffer a 
little, and be less offended when another race or gender does something 
that we don’t understand.  

It is this understanding that in the baptism in the Holy Spirit, that is initially 
evidenced by the speaking or praying in an unknown language is the sign and 
symbol that God is re-uniting the races into one community the community 
of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 

AS the earliest people who witnessed speaking in tongues and asked, what is 
the meaning of this?  If you also have that question, it is normal and natural to 
do so. 

(Pause for any reflection on the passage from Genesis) 

 

It is not a learned language and it cannot be taught how to speak and pray in 

tongues. 

 

It doesn’t originate in the mind of a human being. 

 

It is the purest from of prayer, as it is not originating in the self-centered will 

of a human being, but in the re-born human spirit. 

 
The Holy Spirit does it.  It is my voice and my will to speak/pray it, but 
it is not a learned experience.  Jesus is the Baptizer in the Holy Spirit, 
and the spirit language is a gift from Jesus.     Rarely do I understand 
the words I pray in the spirit.  Another gift of the Holy Spirit is 
Interpretation of Tongues and sometimes, if God wills and wants a 
person to know the content, he will reveal it. 
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In my daily devotions on Monday, entitled Heavenly Sounds comes this 
understanding. 
 
 

The experience of God’s love through the Holy Spirit brings unity to the 
church. As we recognize that the same Holy Spirit is at work in Catholics, 
Orthodox, Protestants and Pentecostals of whatever church or denomination, 
there is a healing of division and a visible experience of unity. 

On the day of Pentecost, there were three reactions (all of which we see 
today to the ministry of the Holy Spirit). The first reaction was amazement. 
Some were ‘utterly amazed’ (Acts 2:7). The second reaction was perplexity. 
‘Perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”’ (v.12). The 
third reaction was ridicule. ‘Some, however, made fun of them and said, 
“They have had too much wine”’ (v.13). 

Amazement, perplexity and ridicule yesterday, today and the future, but not 
forever will be the reactions to the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
 
One reaction could be amazement, to the point of really wanting the ministry 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Prayer to receive. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


